First Fruit — Future Focus
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to say that his every accomplishment — no matter how much
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1 lt will be when you enter the Land that HasHEM, your God, gives you as an inherilance, and
you possess it, and dwell in it, ? that you shall take of the first of every [ruit of the ground that
you bring in from your Land that HASHEM, your God, gives you, and you shall put it in a basket
and go to the place that HASHEM, your God, will choose, to make His Name rest there.
3 You shall come to whomever will be the Kohen in those days, and you shall say to him, I
declare today to HASHEM, your God, that | have come to the Land that HASHEM swore to our
forefathers to give us." * The Kohen shall take the basket from your hand, and lay it before the

Altar of HAsHEM, your God.
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INTRODUCTION: WHEN COMMANDMENTS ARE KEY
The mitzvah which opens our parsha is bikkurim, bringing the first
fruits to the Beis Hamikdash. Commenting on the introductory words in
our verse, “And it will be when you come to the land,” the Midrash says:”
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Perform the mitzvah that is mentioned in this section, for in its
merit you will enter the land.

¥ Understandably, these words of the Midrash raise a basic question.

The mitzvah of first fruits can orﬂy be performed once the Jewish

People have already entered the land. How, then, can we say that this is

4 milzvah whose performance enables us to enter the land? Clearly, the
 intent of the Midrash is that the bringing of bikkurim once we are in the
Jand retroactively justifies our entry, and enables us to stay there.

~ What is so special about this mitzvah that makes it the key to suc-

cessfully maintaining our presence in the Land of Israel?

L-LW\ESING THE LAND—THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN
Although the verse states generally that the first fruits should be
brought as bikkurim, the halachah stipulates that this mitzvah applies
specifically to the seven species through which the Land of lsrael is
I);ised, as enumerated in Parshas Eikev.? A fascinating dimension in
this stipulation is revealed by the Arizal, who explains that the mitzvah

p of bikkurim serves as a rectification of the sin of the spies. Since they
spoke ill of the land, the Torah commands us, in response, to bring the
fruits which bring praise to the land.

It is quite fascinating to note that the concept of hikkurim is actually
mentioned explicitly in the episode of the spies. Just before they set

off on their journey to spy out the land, the verse informs us that the
4 time of year was, “yemei bikkurei anavim—the days of the first fruits of

the grapes.” This seemingly technical piece of information takes on
entirely new significance in light of the Arizal's comment; for the very
season during which they maligned the land was the one that, in time,
would be the basis for its praise!

sweat he invested in it — is a gift from God, is one of the goals
of Creation.

2. nwrn — Of the first i.e., the first fruit of some, but not
every, species, The Sages derive exegetically that this com-
mandment applies only to the seven species for which the
Land is praised, as enumerated in 8:8. When a man saw aripe
fig, he would tie a cord to its stemn and declare, *This is
Bikkurim" (Rashi). The Sages describe how Jews from the
entire Land converged on Jerusalem with their Bikkurim in
festive processions, accompanied by music and celebrations
in city after ritv

5 Resonance in the Misnnah

The Mishnah in Maseches Bikkurim describes the beginning of
the process that culminates in the fruits being brought to the Beis
Hamikdash:"
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How does one set aside bikkurim? A person goes down to his
field and sees a fig that has ripened, a cluster of grapes that
has ripened, a pomegranate that has ripened; he ties a reed
around them and says, “These are for bikkurim."

As we have mentioned, the mitzvah of bikkurim applies to all the
seven species associated with the Land of Israel. Why, then, does the
Mishnah specifically choose these three species as examples of how the
mitzvah begins?

_R' Menachem Ziemba, Hy’ 'd, offers a stunning explanation, based
on the statement of the Arizal that bikkurim comes to rectify the sin
of the meraglim. The Torah relates that the spies brought back fruit
through which to malign the land, specifically: a cluster of grapes, a fig,
and a pomegranate!® Accordingly, these three fruits receive s;g@l>
mention in the Mishnah as examples for how the mitzvah of hikkurim

s performed.

G

There is room to ask: Aside from the fact that it involves fruit
that brings praise to the land, is there anything about the mitzvah of

A~ bikkurim itself that makes it the appropriate vehicle through which to

counter the slander of the spies?
To answer this question, we will need to look a little deeper into both
- the sin of the spies and the mitzvah of hikkurim...

[HE SIN OF THE SPIES—ALONE IN BATTLE?
One of the striking features of the sin of the spies is their firm
conviction that they would be unable to enter the land, stating that
>§: its inhabitants were too strong and therefore impossible to conquer. It
is hard for us to relate to this zssertion, for, as Yehoshua and Calev
exclaimed, if Hashem is with the Jewish Peopie, how can anyone be too

strong for them?
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Clearly, the spies felt— and the people believed—that somehow,

/ Hashermn would not be with the Jewish People in the land, at least not
in the way that He had been with them in the desert. As we know, life
in the desert and life in the Land of Israel represent two very different
modes of existence. Life in the desert was virtually free of all physical

concerns, with the people’s sustenance and well-being being provided
for directly and miraculously by Hashem. Manna fell from Heaven,
Miriam's well followed them on their journeys, and they were protected
from their surroundings by the Clouds of Glory. Once they crossed over
the Jordan River and entered into Israel, all that would change, and
_existenice would become much_more physical. The notion among the
people was that from that point onward, this meant that they woul
[be “on their own” in the physical world. In other words, they made the
equation between Divine providence and open miracles, so that if the

\latter would cease, it meant that the former was likewise no longer

JRresent, Based on this perspective, left by themselves, they felt that
they stood no chance against the mighty nations of Canaan.

We should recognize thal actually, from their point of view, the peo-

ple were absolutely correct. Their error lay in concluding that Hashem

ki would not be with them in the physical setting of the Land of Israel. Tt

~ was this error that Yehoshua and Calev fought to correct, proclaiming

that, Hashem would be guiding them in the land through the laws of

of nature. However, the people were not receptive to this point, and the
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result was the tragedy with which we are all familiar.
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SETTING THE TONE
This brings us back to the mitzvah of bikkurim. As we mentioned,
the Jewish Peaple’s move from the desert to the Land of Israel meant
that their mode of existence would become much more physical, as they
‘would need to become involved in earthly mattersona day-to-day basis,
L_The ideal, c§ course, is to implement all the Torah values absorbed in
the desert and use physical existence as a basis for higher Torah [iving.

This, however, is easier said than done. Occupation with physical pur-
suits can easily become pre-occupation. There is a very real danger that

over the course of time, involvement in the natural order of things will
cause people to forget Who it is that is providing their sustenance. As

consciousness of the Divine hand fades from the picture, physical living,

, which should be a means toward a higher end, is in danger of becoming

an end in itself.
The antidote to this attitude is the mitzvah of bikkurim. By bringing
the first fruits to the Temple, one is acknowledging Hashem as the

Source of his sustenance, as the One who guided the agricultural cycle

and provided the harvest. This pilgrimage to the Temple and the dec-

Taration of awareness of Hashemn’s role in guiding the forces of nature

sshould serve to set the tone for one’s attitude toward his crops the rest
of the year.
Needless to say, this awareness is absolutely crucial to life in Israel

being considered a successful venture. Thus, we can understand why
he Midrash says that the Jewish People’s presence in the Land of Israel

hinges on the mitzvah of hikkurim.
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SEMICHUS PARSHIYOS—BIKKURIM AND AMALEK

With this in mind, we can appreciate the juxtaposition of bikkurim
at the beginning of our parsha with the final topic dealt with in the
previous parsha—remembering Amalek."? How are these two matters
connected?

Amalek represents a refusal to recognize Divine interaction in human
affairs. Amalek’s attack against the Jewish People is described with the

words “asher karcha baderech—who happened upon you along the way.”
The commentators explain that the word karcha is the motif term that

- represents Amalek’s position. Nothing is supervised or gui@&things)

just ‘happen,” The events which immediately preceded Amalek’s attack
were in a place called Refidim where, in our thirst, we wondered aloud,
TR DR N33 1 s Hashem in our midst or not?"'"* We were not

questioning Hashem's cxistence. We were questioning His involvernent

“in our midst,"” in our everyday affairs. The next thing that happened
was that we were attacked by Amalek.” By giving voice to their credo,
we empowered them to damage us.

Part of the mitzvah to remember Amalek and ultimately eradicate
them is to remember the attitude which empowered them and to erad-
icate that as well. A decisive step in countering this attitude of Amalek

thus follows immediately in the next section—the mitzvah of bikkurim.
*% In light of all this, we can understand on a deeper level why bikkurim
were chosen as the rectification of the sin of the spies, as discussed by

the Arizal. It is not just a matter of praise rectifying slander. The aware-
ness of —and sense of connectivity with—Hashem in the physnal

world that is reflected in bikkurim is the core refutation of the opposing
.thesis that led to the sin of the spies!

NIND WY 211 10T NPITI T M¥D WA YITH AT N0

OWNIPN DANNDA ANAM NY NN 2 Y 1N PRy Ny
Y079 N 29 IPURTR NN TNAY NN INIY XN P 1YY
DIV 9P YRR AT P LTIND0N KT IINY 0290 NTIY NNAN
m“ﬁ‘jﬁj’_"b l:v:n T 0I0N2 MPINNNN M2 0071122 MmN

AL "rnmb THYRN

ono

ron

LU pkE R I 1S P =g e ] baws — 'n*,‘n‘m N72 nwNnd
(11197 RD)

19} ndpbmt PUEAY BIOE 937 363 B3 ohsop a1 2370 M7
PY 590 7m0 Bbpo 1 % 0bopd BOE SMRD M 2hMI0
E31 Yoo OO p b0 DR PR BpE 937 MaEs

(6 b pphs3 omb M) e

YN IPYRY NPNID 02N DN NI D7APNY L Pn el
NVR PATTY) MOTN N IND NAONTY 9D IR PPN N1
DN OM PNYNAN AT 0XDUNY DMWI970 22w 1IN (N7Y
Iony Mphws wand

DY D M2A7 — D2 MKA DY MYBWRM 129070 DINK NS
AN POUAN NYO0I MINONND KON D271 MNNND N11) NI
SVPIYOND YN

— MANER YR TPUNIT DY DY IR NI Dhapnd
VIS 7D NN T IPUNTA PNT NN mu2 opINne o
1Y MY — 0NYY1 DNYY 070970 DMWYANT MM 221 NNIAN
(mbnn M N 1N OYY (KU MR TPYY) NN 71T 9y, TIAm

ARPITAS

SY Y AR MNEY A9Y SIPUNYT APNA1 MPINHNN 19V
OYURYY ,INOIND XIND DIDNT T N1PNAY NTANLN NPNIAN ,PInY
D2WD NI NNAVIY WOINN NN

- 3-f ol ol e}~

ATRT 255 MIINN WeNwn — 2VIDRR ANiR

(3 ,99) PINTRA 12 93 AIUNM DNPN

"YU K122 TN IXZIY DU NI — N2 nwexa”
L1 ,X N1 Nexa)

SN DTN N2 AMIAY 1IRY T D127 INYD JY AT nnoyn nn
PR AT 10T DUNT 13 0PN

(17T AIRONA TN PR IR DY NI NrApnY ANNNY YN TOU DTPNY W
93 AT WON N YOV DD N WY NN DTN Y2 NN NOYID NN
DN DTNM T 9y DN DI2TH DN PHNNN PRINY NYP NINT NRIWD 0
SyAM AN T WY T TN ONDY D 1IWNY N TIYIAVT NANL) DU DDA
THNA TN O NN NR NN IDNY NN NMYY NINHBRI PIENNY DIPRA T
93253 ,19509 TIan? MY MTINY DN DI 10UN N0 93 9y 1INY RO NNIONG
wnn 921,0°M13 ©139 RO TAN? IMYaWN 1TY9 N2 DN 1Y WOWN NIT YA
TI9R TW PR — NRA PN

/NI IN2Y 1INY3 AV HINY 19 AATI YUN WY 95 %3 1°30Y BIND T8 1080
DONSID DN T PP 000 RNy Ay Y3 @INY PN Arapn Y noa Ay
APNTAYT MR TN DY NNNTNY NEN DY NN DY LTNSN YD R0 babalniyh
MM PARNY DTN DY DR 50 MPNYN M7 WIS DY 21T 2N nom:
590 AN AW NI RNDR N D T PR

A4 Y0 ,¥0N DTND D3N INsn 3% NESIWHR NNNRI AT 2N 7o
NN INNIN DN ANYY': NI NN SN NI NIT TITINNY NI TIN O 120 AR AN
ST BEIYY N TAVAR NN S02R KN T LN 2 TN WN ANTND Y19 TPUR
Jhane ' Ny 20 ANY AA90N TIK Y030 N MY NI WN 1IN

(30 WA WRA) 1O MDIANY T MNITH DT VIONY : 77IN TIIRY N0

1 Navnn N9 127NN an 93 991 TR AN T2 9V 0NY 9y AN TI0N
OTNA NN NYY A 9N NN Y9N PRI OTRN NYIWY 1D 75V 919pa 55 NOY NI
o 999 55
KO TIUNTY INADIY DY M — NI MWUNIDY DVIN 1IDNY TN
519911 NN YIY 11T KON DTN N YN DY NNAT T9oN Y 1O
o ODwn NI AM3RA 10 ONY N NNONY DI D122 T DY INRD 0N N

VYUY NIN ,D2WR NN X121 AUIpNY 100 OTRNY PO0N M PR KPNT DY -
5

DA DYPRYRD ) L‘—

NN TPURT TPIIN DN 2OY2 NEND ONIYY 3TN 1IN
A0 ONAN VMY NN D00 AN OYID DMRONM ONY DW)
T IR DY N1 T2 DY) ,VD2I¥I IMIDN Tiad 1N 1]
7350 0WA NoN NN YINMY (2 NP0 Y0IDT) JNoN PITY
o i wen ormw) 1099 — 1mynh 2ya 937,021 1IN0 7Y
N7t YA BN INIYIY m_uwsnnn T4y
1 AN TN ITIA0V 19IND 02V N7 21D PN APD DINN
200 VPN ,NraEn PN IINDM DR2Yn 21 ,mnd T2 19N

oYY a‘:w-n tw) -rwm 02oM ,‘nwm D2YN TINK 1A o*bm.

.02V AN M T 'Jm ,TYAD M)

lACRE IR ARLIALY 9y AMNY 0P MDD DY NN T To?
S171am 17227 0T DWIIYD DY

AYRwn 2w

~PWUYRD DY DD NINWIY INUT NN W 9am N7 O ‘wj‘
LN 12070 DIN 109N N2 7YY R ISR DTN Dn
MM 793 9Y NN N NIR 72T PDI9 MSD NN D127 1!
DR 92 b NN7 ADIYNY N oya bowr — oown nro712 T
WA RAIPIN 92 — WD) 1712091 KD 7'APD ava D‘Jw: H1Y
(99 AN AN N0 PPN T

JTOURT DV 9Y WY NNNRN A 03 MINNY NN
— 7721 1712 MPID T NI NN 92 NN NN Sy o0
1021970 N2 NPNA MK Y




1o

LETTERS. LINES. AND CIRCLES

%The Bagal Haturim in our parsha makes the enigmatic observation
that of all the letters in the aleph beis, the letter samech is missing
from the section dealing with bikkurinm. What is the significance of
this omission?

The Hebrew word for a letter is “0s.” The word "os” also means a sign.
This is because every letter of the Hebrew alphabet is also a sign that

( represents a concept. The idea of being trapped inside the natural cycle,
with no way of seeing beyond it, is represented by the letter samech.
Why? The shape of the letter itself is round, representing a cycle with

no perceivable beginning or end. Moreover, the numerical value of

o 5amech is sixty, which is an expanded expression of the number six,

representing physical movement and activity, as per the six days of
physical Creation.

The letter which has the numerical value of six is vav, which rep-
resents the straight line from A to B. Indeed, the letter vav means “and,”

denoting the way that one activity naturally follows on from the next.

The samech is thus the sum total of all of those activities; all of those

‘;p{iividual lineg join together and angle round to form a large circle

which brings one back to the first act.’

V)

rst IMpressions

"I'he Tatmud informs us that we can tell a lot about the character of
a letter by ohserving the first time thal it appears in the Torah.” In our
case, the Midrash points out that the letter samech first appears in the

verse describing the four branches of the river which came out of the
Garden of Bden. The first branch is called Pishon, and is described by _
the verse as, “hasovev eis kol Fretz Hachaw!ah—lf surrounds the Land
of Chavilah"® We see that the first appearance nce of the letter samech, in

the word “hasovev,” is in the context of surrounding something, The
Midrash further points out that the first time we find the letter samech
in the context of human experience is when Hashem takes Chavah from

Adam's flesh, and then “vayisgor basar t¢ tachtenah— and He closed the
flesh beneath iL." The samech here features in the capacity of Eve’s ori-

gin's being closed uff and unidentifiable. This is t]'-e effect of the samerh

circle. It renders a person unable ta see beyond it and and attain a sense of

where thinps really come from

Tn light of this, we can understand why the letter samech is missing *
from the section dealing with bikkurim, for it is, in a sense, the “anti-

1
Moshe saw through Divine inspiration that in the future,
the Temple would be destroyed and the mitzvah of bikkurim
{bi_’inging the first fruits] would be discontinued. Therefore, he
instituted for the Jewish Peaple that they should pray three )
times every day."

If the Temple will be destroyed, then every aspect of the Temple
service will be discontinued, not just the mitzvah of bikkurim! Why
does the absence of bikkurim specxflcalh; result in the institution of
daily prayers?

R’ Moshe Chaim Luzzatto in his classic work, Derech Hashem, de-
scribes the descent of the soul into _t}Ee_Pb_ysical world, a place where
conditions are not conducive to spiritual pdt:sﬁits, in order to achieve
greater merit by fulfilling the Divin'eiwij’ir under such adverse condi-
tions.'® He then adds:

However, as much as this descent is necessary for the soul in
this world, on the other hand, it is crucial that the soul not
descend further than is appropriate. Far the more [the soul]
gets caught up in matters of this world, the more it distances

{ itself from the ultimate Light. Now, the C}‘edtér has ) prepared
- an antidote for this concern, namely, that first a person should
draw close and stand before Him, and ask of Him all his needs,
7‘fand cast upon Him his lot. This will be the beginning point
(reishis) for all his earthly involvement, so that when he then
goes about his endeavors, which are the varwus- pathiw_z)ia_f
human involvement, he will not become overly enmeshed in
physicality and earthliness, .'mvmg preceded them by ascru‘amg

S all to God.

This presentation of the idea of prayer is most profound. Through
praying at the three crucial junctures of the day, a person checks in with
Hashem and establishes his awareness that it is Hashem who governs

which follows, much as bikkurim set the same tone for the agricultural
year. The bikkurim are taken from the reishis, the first of the fruits, the

very word R* Luzzatto uses to describe the effect of prayer. We thus
understand why the Midrash stated that the institution of prayer was

[ the world. This should serve to set the tone for the portion of the day

in response to the absence of bikkurim, for their function is one and the

Azsamq Brayer is to the day what bikkurim ave to the year.

What is so noteworthy about this understanding of prayer is that

it emphasizes that the value of prayer does not end when the person

. le of sixty from which we
Astier of that m1tzvah o ) the circ = _ finishes praying. Rather, it continues to reverberate in every activity m

dve looking to break out. The goal of bikkurrm is to see Hashem as lhe

7C ne Force behind the manifold natural forces. Indeed, the halachah re-
_uires that the number of first fruits that we bring as bikkurim be “one
[" from sixty,” for it is looking to draw out the One from the enveloping

circle of sixty.”

\iz

OSTSCRIPT: BIKKURIM AND PRAYER

Havmg discussed at length the crucial lesson to be derived from the
mitzvah of bikkurim, we must ask: From where are we to derive this
message when bikkurim are no longer brought? After all, the message
is ultimately about all physical living, and is as relevant to the Jewish
People in exile as it is when they are in [srael!

The Midrash Tanchuma in our parsha states:
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~Jwhich he engages afterward, until he returns to pray again. Indeed, the

hallmark of a succeesful prayer bh()uld be that its effects are felt hours

afterward.

All of this should give us a new appreciation of the mitzvah of bik-
kurim, as one whose theme and message extend far beyond their partic-

ular context and reverberate in every aspect of our day -to- day hvmg in
the physical world,
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"PERFORM THIS MITZVAH, SINCE BECAUSE OF IT YOU SHALL EN-
TER THE COUNTRY. (Kiddushin 37b)

Why is the performance of the mitzvah of bikkurim specifically credited
with granting us the right to enter Erelz Yisrael?

# Rashi (on 26:3) connects bikkurim Lo Lhe trait of gratitude, because upon
offering them, the person expresses gratitude to Hashem and acknowledges

that everything is from Him. Similarly, our right to Eretz Yisrael is contingenl
ypon feeling gratitude for having been granted the Eretz HaKodesh.
On Rosh HaShanah we tend to focus on the future, wondering which events

will transpire during the coming year. However, we should also be thinking
- about the past year, and feeling gratitude for all the chessed that Hashem has

bestowed upon us.
We always read the tochachah just before Rosh HaShanah, and pray “tichleh
shanah v'kilelosehah (farewell to the year and its curses).” Whal does this mean?

Surely the fochachah and its messages will remain just as relevant in the com-
ing vear!

When we rebel against Hashem, we may deserve to be punished, and yet we

look back at the year that has elapsed and feel gratitude that the tochachah has

Y

Twxa M wrn? WPl 0MATT MW TR and NnK v ¥
wipn Yonn Ym nas MY MWn WK JXTNT7 DWT ZXOw
DT Jwnn Y33 mwrtp Pw nyp o ma MK Doy 12onn
2R ANK7 WV
bSw DWW DMON MK W XM KXY MW WK Pw one
DX % TID AKM LW Wt K D) ANPWONNYn i wKd
L3 meR wK) Ty 9T WA LM 0T §ennan yaane noy arw
Sy mwn wxay Y9 19UR AL MNYT WK DT D W Wi
MWR WRKOAW MIBman M2 0% XM T N anyT yuom §:a DaRaw
2 T MO Y awnn mw 7web
MR (3 K BT TN MKW T2 YD T PAY? o ma
TN NI AWK TP YT T PIoea M nvTIns 1y mwn
(0 MW we DU 0 WO I IV eox kYY) "NIWORT 20N 2103
n%MNA OX DA AMWYRR ANYIANa Awaw mw 537 9 wmmng
Wb 0 Y T 0w 07T Bnyy DK 9K Dwn mwn
19102 MWW YW N X N0 AMAK AN [EK
MWIANT YW NMN0 NN PR MWwn 19NN DWITNN YT g

Saw mpmya mann K9R LTBINY AWINT MWT KInw T e

;ﬁfﬁﬁ w(OA

nevertheless not been fulfilled. This gratitude in turn facilitates and catalyzes

the teshuvah process, because instead of feeling despondency about the state
of our avedas Hashem, we remind ourselves that just as Hashem has spared us
from the worst punishment until now; he will continue to shower us with His
merey il we only invest all our efforts into doing genuine teshuvah and crown-

ing Him on Rosh HaSh ;
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Alp BRINGING THE BIKURIM
Chazal say, “Do the mitzvah of bikurim so that you should merit entering
Eretz Yisracl. *11 1t seems strange that the reward for fulfilling the mitzvah ;

of bikurim should be to enter Eretz Yisrael. Bikurim was not obligatory
until after the Jewish People entered Eretz Yisracl, conquered and appor-
tioned the land."

The Mishnah'? describes how bikurim were brought to the Beis Ha-
Mikdash:

All the people gather in the main town and sleep overnight in the town
square. In the morning, the leader says: WK M ox T e Wn —
“Rise and let us go up to Tzion, to Hashem, our G-d#

A~ 'The ox walks in [ront of them, its horns are coated with gold and a
wreath af olive brasches is on its head. The flute plays in [ront until they
approach Yerushalayim. Then, they send messengers ahead of them and
adorn their baskets. The princes, leaders and treasurers come outto greet
them, all the craftsmen of Yerushalayim stand up before them, and they
inquire after their welfure

When they reach Har HaBayis, everyone takes his basket of bikurim
on lis shoulder and enters the Beis HaMikdash, carrying 1t until he
reaches the Azarah, Once he reaches Lhe Azarah, the Levi'im sing: Jo0
35 a3 amgY K51 app7 N — "lexalt You, Hashem, because You lifted

i

me up and You did not let my enemies rejoice over me.”

Y The publicity anc and joy of the mitzvah of bikurim was a beautiful sight

to behold and an experience Lo participate in. What we wonder, though,
is why bikurim? There were many o fferings and gifts that were brought to
the Beis HaMikdash. Why, for example, wasn'l maaser sheini brought to
the Beis HaMikdash with similar pomp and ceremony?

kg

What kinds of fruit were brought to the Beis HaMikdash? Only those of
hin the
i — “Aldand ofuhent,

WHO IS BIKURIM?

[ the shivas haminim, the seven species Eretz Y israel was blessed wit

==y ‘\
el m

pasuk: G wIT Y s et -“h--l IR h;

barley, grape, ﬁw, ,mc. | pomegranate; a land of mi olwe: and date-honey.”™®

And the shivas hamz-um are not just a list of frmts — the Jewish People are_

“’ ;umpared Lo every one Ol L)L thesa_ seven [ruits o of thc. land.

Yirmiyahu [ H.x\’.lvn compared the Jewish People to wheat and barley: U7

TN 7 L_A'\ ‘1_: Fhe “Yisracl xsholv to H.uher" the first of His crop;”

—_—

"5 N7 KN 2 oo ];y I -

As well as to olives: “'A leafy olive

tree, beautiful with shapely fruit, has Hashem called your name. L
[ O PR PIOn BINEE 1D —
IR A -LO AN N L/

Asaph compa red them to grapes:

“You caused a grapevine to journey out of Egypt; You expelled nations

and implanted it.""”

Shlomo HaMelech compared the Jewish People to figs: MLIN MINAD

30 — “The fig tree has formed its first small figs,"" referring to the

{zaddikim who perform mitzvos;
As well as to pomegranates: 107 '770 noes — "As many as a pome-

granate’s sceds are the merits of your unworthiest;”’

And date palms from which honey flows: SRy nnnl q:}r;v: T —

“Such is your stature, likened to a towering palm Lree.”

>
L) g
Imprisoned by King Tzidkiyahu in the Chatzar Hamatarah, Courtpré‘,

of Confinement, for praphesying doom, Yirmiyahu received the word o© |

Hashem:

SYMBOLIC RETURN

Behold Chanamel, the son of your uncle Shallum, is coming to you ta

say: “Buy for yourself my field that is in Anasos, for upon
of redemption to buy it.”,

vou is the law

29

Indeed, Chanamel came to Yirmiyahu requesting that he buy the field.

Yirmiyahu bought the field, wrote the deed, sealed it, designated wit-

nesses, weighed out the money on a scale, took the bill of sale, and gave it
to Baruch ben Neriah i before the eyes of Chanamel and the witnesses who
signed the bill of sale and before the eyes s of all the Jews who were sitting

in the Chatzar Hamatanzh. He instructed Baruch before their e eyes saying:

Thus, said Hashem, Master of Legionsﬁ-d of Yisrael: “Take these
documents — this bill of sale, the sealed one and this unsealed do docu-

ment —and plac.e them in an earthenware ves vessel so that they will endure

for many years.” For thus said Haqhem, Master of Legions, G- d of Yisrael:

“NKTA (XD O NITYY oEe W T — HOUbeS, fields, and vineyards
w4

=~

will yet be bought in this land.

Yirmiyahu enacted an actual situation where he bought a field in Eretz
Yisrael to serve as a "17'7 H¥1D, a symbolic act, to embed the nevuah into
reality.”® Even though the Jewish People were soon to be exiled, , they

would yet return to Eretz Yisrael: MK {83 070727 MY ORI U T —

“Houses, fields, and vineyards 15 will yet be bought in this land.”

4o

While in Eretz Yisrael, securely ensconced in the Holy Land with the Beis

THE FRUITS OF HASHEM WILL RETURN

HaMikdash at the center, the Shechinak’s glow radiating joy and closeness

to Hashem, there was an ominous undertone, a vague knowledge, a hint

of what was to come — exile, dispersion, destruction.

And so, Hashem instructed us to bring bikurim to the Beis HaMikdash. -
Bringing the seven kinds of fruits, which serve as a symbol for the full
spectrum of the Jewish People, to the house of Hlashem was a 7727 Spis

that following the galus, every Jew would return. As Chazal said, “Do the

mitzvah of bikurim so that you sh should merit entering Eretz Y1srae] Doing

the mitzvah of bikurim while still in Eretz Yisrael symnoh?_eg that the shivas

\aminim are cternally connected to Erefz. The Jewish People will return to

Fretz Yisrael no matter how far away they have wandered.

OpUTTa WIPN 03 N MMAUT OTER YN ohTm UK {2 D"'!..N"l mm
And those who are lost in the land of Ashur and those cast away in the
land of Mitzrayim will come together and they will prostrate themselves
to Hashem on the holy mountainin Yerushalayim.*

ul
i will bring them to My hely mountain and I will gladden them in My
house of prayer.”’

*rioR "33 DANEYT WP T omikam

Therefore, the bikurim were brought to the Beis HaMikdash in the
manner in which the Jewish People will return to Eretz Yisrael. As Jews

will return in groups,® the people went up in groups. They proclaimed:
K 1 i iy e 1mip— “Rise and let us go up to Tzion, to Hashem,
our G-d,”* as the prophets will announce upon the ingathering of the

(

exiles. The musical accompaniment, the glorious ox, the greetings of wel-
o come from the people of Yerushalayim — all symbolized the grandeur of
our eventual return to Eretz Yisrael.

As Yeshayahu HaNavi consoles Yerushalayim in this weelcs haftarah:

MIERD TETHY TR PN 7R3 5 K3 WIp 0P KT TV 20 WY

Lift up your eyes all around and see, they are all assembling and coming

{a you; your sons will arrive from afar and your daughters will be raised
at theirside.™"

And as the haftarah concludes: TI% W 071> — “They will forever
inherit the land,"'



